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I. Grounds Subject to Appeal in the Investment Process

A. New data or information is obtained by an agency that did not exist at the time of the original application or during agency tour and that corrects information previously submitted during the investment process.

B. A reduction in the agency’s funding amount of 10% or more.

C. The agency can prove a bias on the part of the panel or a personality conflict between a panel member/leader and the agency that adversely affected the agency’s funding.

II. Grounds not Subject to Appeal in the Investment Process

A. A reduction in an agency’s amount of funding less than 10%.

B. A reduction in the amount of funds available for the investment process.

C. Any ground not specifically listed in paragraph I, above.

III. Appeals Process

A. A notification letter informing the agencies of their allocation will be sent to all member agencies once the Greater Ottawa County Board of Directors approves the Community Investment panel’s recommendations.

B. Any appeal must be received within 10 days of the date of the notification letter.

C. An appeal consists of an appeals form (attached), completed by the appealing agency and signed by the agency’s Executive Director and the President of the agency’s Board of Directors and any supporting documentation the agency wants considered.  Appeals submitted in any other format or documentation not included with the appeal will not be considered.

D. All appeals must be sent to the attention of the Director of Community Impact at Greater Ottawa County United Way office at P. O.  Box 1349, Holland, MI 49422-1349.  Correspondence sent to any other person or address will not be considered.

E. If an appeal is received, the panel specific  Panel Leader will be asked to submit a written summary of the panel’s decision.

F. The Appeals Committee will review all documentation, and within 30-days of receiving the appeals notice set a date for a hearing.  During the hearing the committee will hear oral presentations from the panel specific Panel Leader, Executive Director and Board President from the appealing agency.

G. The agency will be given the written decision of the Appeals Committee within 15-days of the hearing.  All decisions are final.  Greater Ottawa County United Way will not consider the same appeal a second time.

H. The Appeals Committee will consist of Greater Ottawa County United Way’s Executive Committee and the Impact Cabinet Chairperson.  Present but non-voting participants will be the President of Greater Ottawa County United Way and the Director of Community Impact. 
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